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MATERIALS FACADE

The version in colored plaster is the most economic and

if done correctly tecnically not problematic.

Whereas the version in white painted plaster seen from the

patio tended to disolve the body of the building into a papery

lightwheight on the outside it does not have this effect.

The proposal is some material that means "built mass" and not

paper model. Could be concrete, or colored plaster.

water tank
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SPACE - CONCEPT

The different functions of the project are wrapping around a central patio
which has as a living space divider a reed (or bomboo) curtain in  it. The first
floor is occupied by three guest apartments, acces for the second floor
apartment, services and the garage.
There is an outside sitting area, covered as well as  uncovered. The main
apartment is located on the second floor, having views to the park-like space
to the north of Calzada de la Luz as well as terraces oriented to the more
quiet and private patio. Within the apartment the  most private part, consisting
in bedroom, bathroom, closet, is in the corner which is the furtherst away
from the street. The bigger day-area has an ortientation which is undulating
between patio and street.
A round circulation around the "inner lanscape" of the patio is possible on this
floor, which gives a sense of generous space and a varitety of views and sun
exposures.

The vertical split in function requires acoustic measures in the floors, it is
recommended to work with mass rather than separation (swimming floors).

The location of the second floor windows avoids intruding the privacy of the
guest apartments and are principally orientated towards the first floor
terraces.
Resulting from this are generally diagonal orientations, various long views
within the apartment and a diagonal view between the two private terraces
over the reed or bamboo.

The entrance niches towards the patio allow three things:
to illuminate well doors without throwing light on the big windows
to make 4 doors out of seven and consequentally concentrate circulation in
less area and leave more patio surface to outside living
to concentrate all movable parts, like ventilation doors and entrance doors
under roof, causing less failure of those elements,
to stand under a roof, when opening the front door with shopping bags. 
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Stadthaus in San Miguel de Allende, Mexiko
Alex Jaeggi

Die vier Wohnungen, drei kleinere, vermietbare Ferienwohnungen im Erdgeschoss
und eine grosszügige Wohnung für die Eigentümerin im Obergeschoss,  wickeln
sich um den zentralen Patio herum. Der Innenhof ist im Erdgeschoss durch einen
Bamusvorhang unterteilt.
Die enge innerstädtische Situation an der Ecke zweier Verkehrsachsen und die mit
Transformatoren  bestückten  Strommasten  auf  beiden  Seiten  führen  zu  dieser
introvertierten  Lösung  mit  einem  fast  skulpturalen  Hofraum.  Im  Obergeschoss
erweitert  sich  der  im  Erdgeschoss  rhomboide  Hof  mit  seinen  verschiedenen
Eingangsnischen zu einem verzerrten Z-förmigen Hof. Die obere Wohnung erhält
dadurch zwei private Terrassen und eine Anordnung der Fenster, welche auch den
unteren Wohnungen ihre Privatsphäre belässt.

Projekt: 2004
BGF: 380 m2


